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Frederick Fisher, 25, transported in 1816 from London, convicted of 
forgery, is serving as a clerk which gives him some freedom of movement. 
He is a former trained engraver, printer and bookseller. He meets at 
leisure and forms a partnership with George Duncan, a tradesman, to 
manufacture paper of which the Colony is sometimes seriously short. 


They obtain six months free use of a small waterwheel-driven mill, 
owned by John Hutchinson, at the Botany sandhills where a copious stream 
of water emerges. Hutchinson, a transportee, amateur scientist, has been 
under the patronage of Simeon Lord, founder of Australia's first woollen 
mill. 


Duncan designs a small rag-grinding mill, Fisher bearing the expenses; 
but their free occupancy of the mill expires before they are in production. 
The envious Hutinson, anxious to rehabilitate himself as an inventor, 
demands from the partners a rental Fisher cannot possibly pay. Fisher 
refuses to vacate the mill and asks a Bench of Magistrates to adjudicate. 


The magistrates are intrigued by the project and rule the partners 
are to be charged rental appropriate to their means! They also suggest 
the manufactory should be enlarged to permit public subscription to so 
valuable an industry. 


Leading citizens and officials sign a Prospectus put out by Fisher, 
promising the necessary funds to build a mill of greater capacity. John 
Hutchinson is infuriated by the partners’ success and surreptibiously 
tries to undermine the foundations of the waterwheel. Fisher appeals to 
Governor Lachlan Macquarie to have these activities stopped. Eventually, 
Macquarie and the Deputy Surveyor General (James Meehan) ride out to the 
little paper mill. Macquarie immediately commands Meehan to measure off 
a prime stream-side frontage with first access to the clear water and 
grants it jointly to the partners. The Governor then warns Hutchinson, 
whom he knows, to leave the two men unmolested. 


Meanwhile, Fisher has become clerk to the friendly Provost Marshal of 
the Colony, J T Campbell, so as to maintain the mill development until 
the promised subscriptions are received. While producing some as yet 
coarse paper, Duncan designs a larger machine and teaches Fisher the art 
of paper-making. 


News reaches Port Jackson that the Prince Regent evidently succumbing 
to the mischiefs of a disgruntled clique who disapprove of Macquarie's 
human treatment of convicts, and has appointed a Royal Commisioner to 
inquire into the administration of the Colony of New South Wales. Britain 
too, is anxious in the aftermath of the costly Napoleonic wars, to avoid 
the development of trade rivalry in her overseas possessions. 


Using the excuse that the rough certification of the mill land allot- 
ment is insufficient security for their investment, most signatories to 
Fisher's prospectus extricate themselves from possible embarrassment of 
seeming to go counter to the Imperial wishes. Fisher, however, has put 
all his own money into the original mill and gone into heavy debt for the 
castings for the larger one. Duncan becomes restive in the poverty of 
their situation and draws ever nearer to the crafty Hutchinson who acquire 
his knowledge of the paper-making craft. 


Suddenly the brassfounder demands immediate payment of money owing 


